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This booklet contains details of all the subjects offered in the curriculum for Year 9 students as they
progress into Year 10. Subject descriptions give details of syllabus, content and assessment. Most
Heads of Departments or subject teachers will have the opportunity to explain the subjects to students
through talks in Year 9 Assembly,dur i ng their | essons and at Year 9

@ What subjects MUST you study ?

MATHEMATICS, ENGLISH, SCIENCE, RELIGIOUS STUDIES, MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE,
PHYSICAL EDUCATION and PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION are compulsory subjects. In
addition everyone must take a second MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE (though not necessarily to
GCSE). PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION will include modules covering HEALTH EDUCATION,
CAREERS, ENTERPRISE and CITIZENSHIP. P.S.H.E. is not taught as a separate subject; the relevant
content is covered on Enhanced Curriculum Days and through the other subjects within the curriculum.

@ Why do | have to choose subjects from the options list?

You will take fewer subjects at Key Stage 4 than you did at Key Stage 3 because the time required
reaching GCSE standard in all subjects is greater than that devoted to those subjects in Years 7, 8 and
9. This gives you the opportunity to select those subjects in which you have the greatest interest, but it
also means that you will have to drop subjects. You may have to drop some subjects that you enjoy and
in which you have reached a high standard: this means that your choice of subjects will have to be
made carefully.

It is the Governorsé policy that al | students at
You must therefore think carefully about which option subjects to select; at this stage you are advised
not to 6close doorsd which could | imit your choi

further/higher education.

Read the options form carefully and make sure that you give all the information that is requested.

@ How do | make my choice?

Think carefully about your subject choices; ask for advice from subject teachers, form tutors,
careers staff and parents; find out about subject content and assessment; research the necessary
subject requirements for any career in which you may be interested. There are certain subjects that
you may be able to pick up again in the Sixth Form, even if you drop them now. Your choice should
reflect your interests and abilities. Do NOT make choices because of pressure from others. You are
unlikely to have the same teachers next year as you have this year. You may well be in a different
group from your friends. It is very important that you make the right choices

NOW.

The timetable for next year will be designed according

to the choices you submit on your option sheets and

any requests for change at a later date may not be possible.




Can the school guarantee that | will be given my first
choice of subjects?

Every attempt will be made to give you the subjects of your choice. Students will probably remain in
their present mini-schools for the teaching of Mathematics, English, Science, Physical Education,
Religious Studies, and Foreign Languages. However, in order to satisfy the needs of as many students
as possible, it will be necessary for some students to be taught in the other mini-school for some
optional subjects.

Examinations ahead

Most of the subjects shown on the option sheet will be assessed by the General Certificate of Secondary
Education (GCSE). All GCSE courses follow nationally agreed guidelines that cover course objectives,
content and assessment methods. In many subjects there is a choice of papers that gives candidates of
all abilities the chance to show how well they can do.

Students selecting the O6lncreased Flexibilityo
taught in a different way compared with GCSE subjects. These courses are more practical, have no
examinations, and are internally assessed. In most cases the final qualification is equivalent to two or
four GCSEs. Grades in BTEC courses are usually Distinction i Meriti Pass i Fail.

A small number of students will be more suited to an Entry Level Certificate course in some subjects.
These courses are designed for students who may find the content and assessment of GCSE courses
too difficult and may benefit from a different approach.

All other subjects follow a two year course leading to final examinations in summer 2012. Most of your
subjects will be assessed partly by examination and partly by coursework. It is very important that you
work consistently hard throughout the course, organize your time properly and meet all the
deadlines for handing in work.

Prepare for your end of course examinations by revising gradually and consistently throughout the
course, learning the work as you go along. Keeping yourself and your work well organised is very
important if you are to be successful. You should continue to use your school planner to help you with
this. The pass grades at GCSE are A* to G, with the A* grade being awarded for exceptional
performance in each subject.

The Sixth Form

op

The Sixth Form is the natural progressionat1 6 year s of age. Thd sSisxthmoFo

that we try to provide courses for all abilities. Many students come back into the Sixth Form to take
Advanced Level Courses (AS/A2/Applied A-levels).

Some students combine AS/A2 and Applied A-Levels.

Entry to the Sixth Form (and to any other further education
establishment) will depend upon the grades you obtain

in your GCSE/BTEC examinations - another important
reason to work hard and achieve your potential.




Confused by the Abbreviations?

Examination Boards

A.Q.A. Assessment & Qualifications Alliance
W.J.E.C. Welsh Joint Education Committee
EDEXCEL The London based Examination Board
OCR Oxford, Cambridge and RSA Examinations
BTEC Business and Technical Education Council

Examinations

AS Advanced Subsidiary GCE (normally taken in Year 12)
A2 Advanced GCE (normally taken in Year 13)
Applied A-Level Advanced Level courses in more practical subjects
G.C.S.E. General Certificate of Secondary Education

National Curriculum
K.S.3 Key Stage 3: students aged 11-14 (Years 7-9)
K.S. 4 Key Stage 4: students aged 14-16 (Years 10-11)

Tiers  The different levels at which most examination papers are taken

Diary of Events

Wednesday 27" January 2010 Year 9 Options Evening
Monday 8th February 2010 Year 9 Parer
Friday 12" February 2010 Final date for return of Option Forms
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Compulsory Subjects:

English Page 7

Mathematics Page 8

Science Page 9

Modern Foreign Languages Page 10 & 11

Physical Education Page 34

Religious Studies Page 35

Personal and Social Education
(including Careers, Health Education, Enterprise,
Work Related Learning and Citizenship)




ENGLISH

Curriculum Leader Ms A Cunniffe
Assistant Curriculum Leader in charge of Key Stage 4 English Mrs R Melcher

AQA: GCSE ENGLISH / ENGLISH LITERATURE Syllabus A (Dual Award)
The Course will lead to the award of two GCSE qualifications, in English and English Literature, at the
end of two yearso6 study.

Subject Content

Building on skills gained in years 7,8 and 9, you will be given the opportunity to produce writing for a
number of audiences, to read pre-1914 prose, poetry, non-literary and media texts and to practice your
speaking and listening. There are two pathways: GCSE English Language and English Literature which
gives you 2 GCSEs or GCSE English, which is a single GCSE.

During the course, you might be asked to test your ability by carrying out such diverse tasks as writing a
short story or creating a magazine advertisement. You may also have opportunities to explore film and
understand the way that film-makers create meanings.

You can study writers as different as local poet Simon Armitage, and playwrights Willy Russell and
William Shakespeare. A unit on poems from different cultures and traditions allows access to authors
from around the world.

Speaking and listening tasks can range from debates on cultural issues, talks on a favourite hobby,
drama work based on tests studied to presentations on film clips.

Scheme of Assessment
You will work towards 4 controlled assessment pieces which focus on reading, creative writing, a spoken
language study and Shakespeare. In addition, you will be assessed on speaking and listening.

WJEC Entry Level Certificate in English
This course wild.l l ead to the award of an Entry Lev
and is intended to be aimed at students who will be unlikely to achieve a grade at GCSE.

Subject Content

The course covers the full National Curriculum in English and work is assessed in Reading, Writing and
Speaking and Listening. Coursework will be tackled at the pace and depth to suit the needs of students
and a range of literature will be studied.

Scheme of Assessment
80% of the final mark is assessed through coursework in Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing.
3 pieces of written coursework will be assessed at the end of the course.

20% of the final mark is assessed through an examination or controlled task towards the end of the
course. The choice of which of these will be undertaken depends on the ability of the individual student.

The controlled test option allows assistance with reading and writing. The examination option does not.

For students taking the controlled test option the For students taking the exam option the final
final awards will be: awards will be
B - MERIT A - DISTINCTION
C - PASS B - MERIT
C PASS




MATHEMATICS

Curriculum Leader Mr P. Akoyde

AQA: GCSE MATHEMATICS
The specification content of all GCSE mathematics syllabuses is determined by National Curriculum
statements of attainment and programmes of study; there are four attainment targets:

Target Title

Mal Using and Applying Mathematics
Ma2 Number and Algebra

Ma3 Shape and Space

Ma4 Data Handling

You will follow Specification B (Modular 4307). To gain a GCSE in mathematics, you must sit three
modules listed below at either Foundation or Higher tier.

Unit Title Date of exam Proportion
Module 1 Handling data November 2010 18%
Module 3 Number June 2010 (Year 9) 27%
Module 5 Algebra Shape and Space November 2011 55%

Note that Module 5 is a synoptic module; i.e. questions may be set on the entire syllabus. There is no
coursework in GCSE mathematics.

Grades and re-sits

At the Higher tier, grades A* to C are available. At the Foundation tier, grades C to G are available.
Your final grade will be an aggregate of all three modules, not your average mark. You may re-sit
individual modules once and it is likely that re-sits will take place in the March and November sessions in
2010 and 2011. Itis very important, however, that you make your greatest effort in the first instance,
when comprehensive teaching, support and guidance will be given to you by your mathematics
teachers.

Following Module 5 in November of Year 11, you will have the opportunity to gain additional
gualifications in Mathematics or, where appropriate, you will work towards improving your GCSE grade.

Help and support

You have access to the website www.mymaths.co.uk which provides comprehensive guidance relating
to GCSE mathematics. The site enables you to go over work you may not have fully understood when
first taught in class. The site also allows you to complete online homework set by your teacher and to
helps you practice in preparation for your exams. The website provides both you and your parents with
feedback on your progress and consequently is an invaluable resource to help prepare you for your
examinations.

You will be issued with both school and personal login details at the start of the academic year. If you or
your parents have specific concerns about your progress you must contact your maths teacher. There
are often after school classes before each module, to provide you with extra help, and if you wish to re-
sit modules you are expected to attend these. In addition, revision guides are available to buy from
school for £2.75 each, which cover all of the three modules. We would strongly encourage you to
purchase these for your own particular tier of exam.


http://www.mymaths.co.uk/

SCIENCE

Curriculum Leader Mr R Oldroyd
Subject Leader for Biology Dr T Firth
Subject Leader for Chemistry Mr P Pope
Subject Leader for Physics Mr D Hughes

AQA: GCSE SCIENCE & ADDITIONAL SCIENCES
Science is one of the National Curriculum core subjects and so it is taken by all students at Key Stage 4.
It is an important subject that teaches knowledge and skills relevant to everyday life and to many
careers.

Subject Content
You will study Core Science during Year 10 and Year 11. This will be taught by three teachers who
specialise in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. You will then dop upéyour Core Science with:

EITHER Additional Science OR Applied Science
OR the three separate Sciences

In most cases this will lead to TWO grades at GCSE in science. The three separate Sciences are only
studied by the top set in each mini-school as the extra work demands more rapid pace during class work
and more independent study out of class.

Scheme of Assessment

You will sit examinations in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. There are two levels of entry: Foundation
and Higher. Itis possible to be awarded grades G to C in the Foundation level and grades D to A* in
the Higher level. Examinations count for 75% of the final grade in Additional Science and 35% in
Applied Science.

You are awarded marks for the practical skills you show during practical lessons and you also complete
practical assignments. Practical skills count for 25% of your final grade in Additional Science and 65%
in Applied Science.

Progression and Careers

After following either GCSE course it is possible to take A-levels in the separate Science subjects:
Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Psychology, and many students choose to do this. The Applied
A-Levels in Health & Social Care and Science also follow on naturally from GCSE Science.

There are numerous careers that ask for qualifications in Science. These include: the Health Service;
Farming; the Food and Drink industry and Engineering.



MODERN-OREIGN LANGUAGES

Curriculum Leader for MFL Mrs J Barber
Subject Leader for French Mrs R Young
Subject Leader for German Mrs A Kerry

Subject Leader for Spanish Mrs B Harper

AQA: GCSE FRENCH
AQA: GCSE GERMAN

As we are a Specialist Language College, we are very fortunate to be able to provide a Key Stage 4
curriculum in which the majority of students study TWO Modern Foreign Languages to an accredited
level.

FIRST MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE (FRENCH OR GERMAN)
You will continue to study your first Modern Foreign Language (French or German).

You will learn to cope with a variety of situations that may arise whilst visiting a French or German
speaking country, or hosting a French or German speaking visitor at home. You will learn to exchange
information, give full descriptions and accounts, discuss issues, give opinions and cope with a degree of
unpredictability. The four skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing will be developed through
the study of four themes. These are sub-divided into a number of different topics:

Lifestyle

Leisure

Work and Education
Home and Environment

Assessment is by end-of-course examination, in Listening and Reading where there are two tiers of
entry (Foundation and Higher). Your written skills will be assessed by the submission of the best two
assignments from your portfolio. These will be produced in controlled conditions throughout the course.
You will demonstrate your Speaking skills by again submitting the best examples of your oral
assessments, which will be carried out throughout the two-year course, conducted and marked by your
class teacher and sent to the exam board for moderation.

The emphasis of the course is on practical communication, and you only learn French or German that
may be used for real purposes. The courses provide a sound base for the skills and language required
for work, leisure and, where appropriate, further study in the language. You may also have the
opportunity to participate in an exchange visit in an appropriate country. As part of your course you will
work in the interactive ICT suite and will be able to further develop your speaking and listening skills by
working with a native Foreign Language Assistant.
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SECOND MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE (SPANISH)

In addition, ALL students will continue to study Spanish as a second Modern Foreign Language
(except those following Study Plus and some students following the Increased Flexibility
Programme).

As links with the Spanish-speaking world have strengthened dramatically in recent years through
business and tourism, Spanish has become the fastest growing language of study in UK schools.
Spanish is native tongue of over 375 million people in over twenty countries and therefore will, no doubt,
continue to flourish as we become ever more conscious of the importance of this exciting language.

You may choose either of the following two options:
AQA: GCSE SPANISH

By selecting Spanish as one of your three Option subjects, you may gain a full GCSE qualification in this
language. This means that you will be part of a very small number of students nationally who will leave
school with a full GCSE qualification in two major Modern Foreign Languages.

The course content is the same as that outlined for GCSE French and German on the previous page.
You will spend time working with our native Foreign Language Assistant, and many of you will have the
opportunity to take part in an exchange visit to Spain.

OCR: ASSET LANGUAGES 1T SPANISH

If you do not wish to select Spanish as one of your three Option subjects you will nonetheless continue
to study the language for one lesson each week.

You will follow a course leading to accreditation through the ASSET Languages qualification. ASSET is

a nationally recognised award scheme developed by
and Attainment table pointsodo i nsGC8EsandBTHE cowsey. Yaus (L
receive individual awards, with a numerical grade, for each of the four skills of Listening, Speaking,

Reading and Writing. There are three different levels of award: Breakthrough, Preliminary and

Intermediate. You can do the level appropriate to your ability in a particular skill (e.g. Breakthrough

Listening but Preliminary Speaking). In additonyouc a n a | s oyour pots byatedpting a higher

level later on during the course as assessments are conducted at regular intervals and are not only at

the end of Year 11.

11



Options Subjects

You must choose 3 subjects from the listbelowandar e r ec o mme n dqaudo pttoi odnkse eopp e
choosing a broad section from the option choices.

Art (Unendorsed)

Art (3D)

Business Studies

Design & Technology: Food Technology
Design & Technology: Product Design
Design & Technology: Resistant Materials Technology
Design & Technology: Textiles Technology
Drama

Geography

History

Information & Communications Technology
Media Studies

Music

Physical Education

Religious Studies*

*All students will study Religious Studies as part of the Key Stage 4 statutory requirements

12



INCREASED FLEXIBILITY

Some students prefer an assessment system with fewer written examinations, teaching which reflects
their preferred learning style, and a more practical approach. Increased Flexibility gives them this
option. The key elements are:

One option from a choice of School or College based BTEC courses. The option

subject taken will be more practical, will be assessed by more internal assessment rather
than external examinations, and wil |l suit

One additional option subject taken alongside the BTEC course and selected from the
list of subjects shown on the right of the application form.

All  courses are assessed by continuous assessment, with no formal written
examinations.

Well defined progression routes into the Sixth Form, colleges of further education and employment.

All the courses offered are well-established, nationally recognised, two-year accredited courses in a
range of vocational areas. Each course gives a broad introduction to a vocational area, but continues to
provide a general education by concentrating on key skills such as literacy, numeracy and information
technology. Four of the courses will be taught mainly in school i CHILDCARE, MEDIA, BUSINESS &
ART/ the rest are delivered by Leeds City College (formerly Park Lane) at their Horsforth or Leeds site
and Leeds College of Building. This will be the sixth year in which we have worked in partnership with
the colleges and we have established a successful relationship leading to excellent results.

The programme provides clear progression pathways into further and higher education and is designed
to suit students who want to both add breadth to their studies and enter more specific occupational
areas. There are many examples of students who have successfully followed this pathway and have, at
the end of Year 11, moved on to higher level courses at college.

13



The table below shows the courses on offer, approximate GCSE equivalence and possible career

pathways:
subject GCSE equivalence Career Pathway
Pass Merit Distinction
art 2 GCSEs at 2 GCSEs at 2 GCSEs at Graphic design, illustration,
BTEC Extended Certificate grade grade grade | textiles, photography, film
(taught in school) c B A and animation, interior
art 4GCSEsat | 4GCSEsat | 4 GCSEs at | design, landscape design.
rade rade rade

BTEC Extended Diploma e 8 e
(taught in school)
business 2GCSEsat | 2GCSEsat | 2GCSEsat | Working in the world of
BTEC Extended Certificate grade grade grade | Business, Retailing,
(taught in school) C B A Marketing, Finance and

: Administration. Setting up
business 4 GCSEsat | 4 GCSEsat | 4 GCSEs at .
BTEC Extended Diploma grade grade grade | YOUr OWn business.
(taught in school) C B A
med|a 2 GCSEs at 2 GCSEs at 2 GCSEs at | Media Industries,
BTEC Extended Certificate gréde grgde grzde Advertising, Television,
(taught in school) Newspapers, Film.
media 4GCSEsat | 4GCSEsat | 4 GCSEs at
BTEC Extended Diploma grade grade grade
(taught in school) C B A
childcare 2GCSEsat | 2GCSEsat | 2GCSEsat | Social care, childcare,
BTEC Extended Certificate gr?:de grgde gr:\de nursery nursing.
(taught in school)
Built environment 4 GC;dEeS at Plastering, Plumbing,
BTEC National Diploma (taught %)-G Decorating, Building.
at Leeds College of Building.
Public & uniformed 4 GOSEs at Armed Forces, _
senvce s FolceEmergency Seres,
BTEC First Diploma Level 2 A-C Government Public
(taught at Leeds City College) Administration
Animal care 4 GCSEs at Animal Care industry,
BTEC First Diploma Level 1 or grade Veterinary Practice, Animal
2 (taught at Leeds City College) ursing, Kennels, Catteries

and Zoos

Conservation & 4 GCSEs at Work in Countryside,
horticulture grade E;‘:ggg;n eenéa;r'\é'ggﬁgemem’
BTEC First Diploma Level 1 D-G Nurserieg Garden Cgr’nres
(taught at Leeds City College) and Market Gardening
Beauty therapy 4 GCSEs at Hairdressing, Beauty
NVQ Level 1 (taught at Leeds grade Therapy
City College) D-G

We may be able to provide limited places on other coursesth r o u gfhi [61li &
existing courses) i if there are other courses in which you have an interest, please add them to the

Application Form.

(taking wu
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Practical issues

Assessment

Both school and college are anxious that parents and students are kept informed about progress on the
course. Regular attainment and attendance reports will be available and feedback will be given at

Par ent $n@s. Thig ool will assist in securing a relevant placement for students during Year 10
Work Experience.

Application and Selection

We have successfully negotiated a limited number of places on the programme, and students will have
to be interviewed by the College to assess their commitment and suitability prior to acceptance on the
course. Students will be given additional Maths and English during the week and will be entered for the
ALAN (online Adult Literacy and Numeracy)test at the end of Year 11. A pass in both the literacy and
numeracy components of this test equates to a GCSE grade B. This programme has proved extremely
successful in the past with a pass rate in excess of 90%

Transport

You are expected to travel to and from college using public transport and will be informed about the bus
stops and route numbers required. We willt o o p er at ebefare tiledaurse conomerices. All
students are expected to obtain a half-fare bus pass and parents will be reimbursed for the cost of bus
fares at the end of each term.

15



Study plus
BY INVITATION ONLY

Subject Content

Study Plus is not an exam course, it is a course that could help you to do better in your other exams. It is
designed specifically for students who have the potential to achieve 5 grades at A, B or C at GCSE
including English and Maths but would benefit from some highly targeted teaching in those skills that are
needed to be successful. The Study Plus schemes of work are designed to be fun, relevant and
kinaesthetic, while still teaching skills that are essential for grade C in GCSE English and Maths and
other GCSE subjects that use numeracy and literacy skills.

This is not simply extra English and Maths. Sample activities include: writing and delivering a voice over
for a movie trailer, planning a game show and responding to a natural disaster as a member of the
emergency services. However, it will really help you with your English and Maths.

How do | choose it?

Yo u d &tudytPlus is available by invitation only! Teacher assessments will be used to identify
students who would benefit from Study Plus and those students will be invited along to a further
information evening.

How is it timetabled?

Study Plus English is one period per week. Study Plus students do three periods of English Language,
as all students do, plus one period of Study Plus (instead of GCSE English Literature). Study Plus maths
is also one period a week. Study Plus students do four periods of maths, as all students do, plus one
period of Study Plus (instead of the short course Spanish).

Who teaches it?

Maths teachers and English teachers with a strong track record of motivating students to work to their
full potential and achieve grade C or above. Maximum group sizes will be set up to ensure high quality
teaching and learning.

Assessment

There is no assessment in Study Plus. The measure of your success will be how well you do in your
other GCSE subjects as a result of Study Plus.

16



Art

Curriculum Leader Mr S Green
Assistant Curriculum Leader Mr N Low

AQA: GCSE ART AND DESIGN GCSE (Unendorsed)

Subject Content
You will embark upon a course which, from the start, will teach you a range of skills and approaches to
set themes. In Year 10 you will have experience of

PAINTING using watercolour and acrylics

DRAWING using pencil, oil pastel, chalks and charcoal
CLAYWORK both relief and 3D

PRINTING in black and white and also in colour
CONSTRUCTION using a range of materials

The aim of the course is to develop your individual skills while also encouraging you to work in an
imaginative and self-motivated way. Your individuality will be both nurtured and celebrated. As an
integral part of the course you will be taken on a day art trip in Year 10 to either the Yorkshire Sculpture
Park or Leeds Art Gallery and this will be used as a starting point for one of your projects back in school.

Scheme of Assessment

Your examination at the end of Year 11 will consist of a month long preparation period leading to a 10
hour piece of work completed in school over two full days. This will count as 40% of your final GCSE
grade; the remaining 60% will be a portfolio of coursework (generally three projects) from Years 10 and
11.

In Year 11 you will be strongly encouraged to develop a personalized approach to you work when you
will develop a range independent research skills.

You will be welcomed onto this course if you are willing to work hard, be creative and respond to advice
given by your course tutors.

If you need more information, please talk to your Art teacher.

This course cannot be taken with the endorsed 3-Dimensional Art course.

17
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Curriculum Leader Mr S Green
Assistant Curriculum Leader Mr N Low

AQA: GCSE SCULPTURE STUDIES

Subject Content
You will be introduced to a variety of experiences exploring a range of three-dimensional media,
techniques and processes, including both traditional and new technologies.

You will use relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to art, craft and design from the past and
from recent times, including European and non-European examples which will be integral to the
investigating and making process. Responses to these examples must be shown through practical and
critical activities which demonstrate the your understanding of different styles, genres and traditions.

You are required to work in one or more areas of three-dimensional design such as those listed below
where you may explore both overlapping areas and combinations of areas:

Ceramics
Clay work

Pottery
Sculpture
Construction
Carving in wood, stone and plaster

Modeling
Site specific Conceptual Art

In support of your sculptures you will use photography, ICT and a wide range of drawing and printing
techniques.

The aim of the course is to develop not only your individual skills, but also to encourage you to develop
imaginative and self-motivated ideas and projects. Individuality will be celebrated. As an integral part of
the course you will be taken on a day art trip in Year 10 to either the Yorkshire Sculpture Park or Leeds
Art Gallery and this will be used as a starting point for one of your projects back in school.

Scheme of Assessment

The examination at the end of Year 11 will consist of a month long preparation period leading to a 10
hour piece of work completed in school over two full days. This will count as 40% of your final GCSE
grade; the remaining 60% will be a portfolio of coursework (generally three projects) from Years 10 and
11.

In Year 11 you will be strongly encouraged to develop a personalized approach to you work when you
will develop a range independent research skills.

You will be welcomed onto this course if you are willing to work hard, be creative and respond to advice
given by the course tutors.

If you need more information, please talk to your Art teacher.

This course cannot be taken with the Unendorsed Art course.

18



BTECATrt

Curriculum Leader Mr S Green
Assistant Curriculum Leader Mr N Low

Edexcel: BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN ART AND DESIGN
Edexcel: BTEC EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN ART AND DESIGN

A BTEC Extended qualification is a practical, work-related course. You learn by completing projects and
assignments that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands.

The Extended Certificate and Extended Diploma in Art introduce you to the Art world and show you the
employment opportunities that are available. They are ideal qualifications which will allow you to
progress to more advanced courses such as GCE A level Art, or into an art related career such as
graphics, printing, animation, illustration etc.

The main difference between this and the existing Art & Design course is that the work you produce will
involve designing and producing artwork for the local community. Projects include:

Mural Paining

Playground model-making
Sculpture

Puppetry & Animation

Board game design & marketing
Photo silkscreen and T-shirt design

ouprwNE

If you would like to embark on this course you should speak to Mr Green for more details.

Assessment and Grading

All units are assessed by coursework which is marked by the subject tutors. Each unit is assessed using
the grading criteria PASS, MERIT, DISTINCTION. There is also an overall qualification grade calculated
from the individual unit grades. To achieve the BTEC First Certificate, all units must be achieved at least
to PASS level.

LEVEL Pass Merit Distinction | PROGRESSION
art Equivalent to | Equivalentto | Equivalentto | Level 3 Art couses.
. 2 GCSEs at 2 GCSEs at 2 GCSEs at
art Equivalent to | Equivalent to | Equivalent to

. 4 GCSEs at 4 GCSEs at 4 GCSEs at
BTEC Extended Diploma grade C grade B grade A

19



BUSINESS STUDIES

Curriculum Leader Mrs B Hall

AQA: GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES

The world of business affects each and every one of us on a daily basis. Whether you have ambitions to
work in Business or set up your own business, this course will give you a valuable insight into how
businesses operate and will also help develop the skills needed to be successful for a career in
business. The course will also challenge your opinions and views on more serious issues such as: How
ethical is Primark? Has Kate Moss helped or hindered the Top Shop brand?

Subject Content
There are three key elements to the course

e Unit 11 Setting up a Business
e Unit 21 Growing as a Business
e Unit 371 Investigating Business

The specification has been designed to make full use of a range of teaching and learning methods
including ICT, case studies, role play, business simulations and discussion/debate. The course
develops key skills such as communication, problem solving, analysis, critical analysis and evaluation.
Scheme of Assessment

The Course is assessed by:

Examination: Two written 1 hour papers, Unit 1 representing 40% of the marks, Unit 2
representing 35% of the marks.

Controlled Assessment: A business investigation based upon a pre-released case study.

Summary

Business Studies is a highly topical GCSE which will offer you a really dynamic, interesting and relevant
course as well as developing a detailed insight into the world of work. It provides an ideal platform for a
range of A Level options that you can go on to study including Business Studies, Economics, Applied
Business, Law and Accountancy as well as providing a strong foundation for a range of career options.
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BTECBUSINESS STUDIES

Curriculum Leader Mrs B Hall

Edexcel: BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN BUSINESS
Edexcel: BTEC EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN BUSINESS

A BTEC Extended qualification is a practical, work-related course. You learn by completing projects and
assignments that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands.

The Extended Certificate and Extended Diploma in Business introduce you to the business world and
show you the employment opportunities that are available to you. They are ideal qualifications which will
allow you to progress to more advanced courses such as GCE Applied Business, traditional A levels or
into a business related career such as Customer Services, Marketing, IT, Sales or Finance and
Administration. The course will also give you an insight into setting up your own business.

Course Structure
The course consists of one core Unit plus two specialist Units.

UNITS UNIT TITLE Certificate Diploma

Compulsory Units Business Purposes \% \"
Business Orgainisations \% \"
Financial Forecasting \'
People in Organisations \"

Examples of Optional Units | Customer Relations in Business

Business Enterprise

Starting a Small Business

The Marketing Plan

Promoting and Branding in Retail Business

Merchandising and Display in Retail Business

Course Assessment

All units are assessed through the completion of a range of portfolio activities and assignments. Each
portfolio is graded and an overall grade for the qualification is awarded; this will be either a pass, merit
or distinction. There are no formal external examinations.

Would | enjoy this course?

This course would really suit pupils who are looking for a programme of study that explores real life
scenarios and gives insights into the world of work. It would also suit individuals who prefer coursework
and continual assessment rather than examinations. In order to succeed on the course pupils need to be
able to research and investigate real business problems, respond to feedback positively and meet
deadlines

LEVEL Pass Merit Distinction | PROGRESSION
Equivalentto | Equivalentto | Equivalentto | Customer Services,
BUSINESS . 2 GCSEs at 2 GCSEs at 2 GCSEs at Marketing. IT. Sales or
BUSINESS Equivalent to | Equivalent to | Equivalent to Finance and Administration.
. 4 GCSEs at 4 GCSEs at 4 GCSEs at
BTEC Extended Diploma grade C grade B grade A

21



BTECCHILDCARE

Curriculum Leader Mr C Umpleby
Course Leader Mrs N Doherty

Edexcel: BTEC EXTENDED CERTI FI C
CARE LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT

What is a BTEC

The BTEC First Certificate is designed to provide a specialist work related qualification that will develop
your practical skills and provide you with an introduction to the basic skills required for employment in
the area of childcare. The BTEC course encourages you to be a reflective learner, work within a team
and manage your time effectively.

The BTEC First Certificate in Childrensd6Care, Learning and Development is equivalent to 2 GCSEs at
grade C or above .

This qualification is aimed at those students who already plan to pursue a career in the one of the caring
professions. The course is delivered in the classroom and through work placement. If you take this
course you will undertake a 60 hour work placement in a school or nursery. This will be organised by
your teacher.

This course is assessed entirely on coursework. There are no exams but you must pass all units to gain
the qualification.

There are four units: Supporting Childrenés Play and Learni
Securing environments for Children
Nurturing and Safeguarding Children
Child Development

During the two year course students will learn through a mixture of classroom teaching and work

placement . Students will learn how children learn through play and the benefits of play. They will also

learn about the role of the adult to providing a safe and stimulating environment for children and how to

plan for childrenb6s play as well as studying chil o

Assessment and Grading

Both units are assessed by coursework which is marked by the subject tutors. Each unit is assessed
using the grading criteria PASS, MERIT, DISTINCTION. There is also an overall qualification grade
calculated from the individual unit grades. To achieve the BTEC Extended Certificate, all units must be
achieved at least to Pass level.

LEVEL Pass Merit Distinction | PROGRESSION

Equivalentto | Equivalentto | Equivalentto | |evel 3 Childcare, Applied A
CHILDCARE . 2GCSEsat | 2GCSEsat | 2GCSEs at | |avel in Health and S%F::ial
BTEC Extended Certificate grade C grade B grade A Care

22



DESIGNand TECHNOLOGY

Curriculum Leader Mr C Umpleby
Course Leader Mr R Mathewson

AQA: GCSE RESISTANT MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY

This is a two-year course leading to the award of a GCSE. The course fulfils the Design and
Technology National Curriculum requirements.

Subject Content

The course will develop your design and technology skills in practical ways by making high quality
functioning products. You will use your designing skills and enhance your graphic communication
techniques by using CAD (computer Aided Design) to develop your ideas and finished products. During
the course the projects will involve you in developing your skills in the use of wood, metal and plastics.
A variety of tasks will be completed, including the investigation of industrial manufacturing techniques.
The final extended task will allow you to use your skills and knowledge to design and make a high
guality finished product.

Scheme of Assessment

Examination: One written paper 2 hours (40%) Higher or Foundation level.

Coursework: One extended Design and Make project (40 hours: 60% of the final mark)

If you have enjoyed Technology over Key Stage 3, GCSE Technology is the subject for you. It combines
design skills and practical skills. In the past you have handled wood and other materials, but in the
GCSE course you will be taught higher level skills in the manipulation of plastics, metal and wood to
generate your own designed products. The department has specialised equipment to assist you here, as
well as highly advanced computer software that you will be taught use to its full potential.

The course is designed to enable all students, both boys and girls, to reach high levels of success. It is

an excellent preparation for the AS/A2 course in Product Design, a new and exciting course offered in
the Sixth Form.
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DESIGNand TECHNOLOGY

Curriculum Leader Mr C Umpleby
Course Leader Miss A Pearce

AQA: GCSE FOOD TECHNOLOGY

This is a 2 year course leading to the award of a GCSE. The course fulfils the Design and Technology
National Curriculum requirements.

Subject Content

This course is a progression form the work that you undertook at key stage three and offers you a good
insight into the food industry. It will prepare you for a job within the industry, and perhaps more
importantly it gives you the necessary skills that are required for adulthood. Year ten follows a series of
small projects, focusing on bread making, desserts and cook chill products. In previous years students
have been able to study for a nationally recognised certificate in basic food hygiene (there may be a
charge for this if you decide to study this optional certificate). The final year of the course allows you to
specialise in a particular area and design a new food product. You will get the chance to work with
specialist computer software and hardware. All areas are related to the food manufacturing industry as
well as the domestic setting.

All the design and make activities that you will undertake will result in useable and useful food products.
Scheme of Assessment

Terminal Examination: One written paper- 2 hours (40%) i Higher or Foundation level, this is
externally marked

Coursework Project: One extended project lasting for 40 hours (60% of the final mark)
The coursework project is a @esign and makedactivity that should result in
a useable and useful food product, for example to design and make a
chilled dessert.

If you enjoyed Food Technology in Key Stage 3, are interested in how food is both made and
constructed and you are keen to learn new skills and techniques then Food Technology could be the
course for you.

This course is popular with both boys and girls, it is an excellent preparation for the AS / A2 course in
Food Technology.
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DESIGNand TECHNOLOGY

Curriculum Leader Mr C Umpleby
Course Leader Mrs D Smith

AQA: GCSE PRODUCT DESIGN

This is a 2 year course leading to the award of a GCSE. The course fulfils the Design and Technology
National Curriculum requirements.

Subject Content

This course is aimed at developing your skills and expertise in the designing and making of products to
fit clients6 (GommputesAidedDAdyh/Complter Aided Manufacture) and ICT are
important elements of the course as are skills in graphic design, creativity and imagination. You will
investigate materials and manufacturing processes used both in school and in industry. You will work on
4 mini design and make projects in Year 10. These will include: a sustainable souvenir project with
Harewood House; interior designing for Starbucks involving screen printing; a mini packaging project
using computer graphics and entering a competitionrun by 6 P r i rAlt thiswdl prepare you for your
Major Project. The Major Project will consist of a 20 sheet coursework folder and matching product
finished to a professional standard.

Scheme of Assessment

Examination: One written paper- 2 hours (40%) i Higher or Foundation level.

Coursework: One extended project lasting for 40 hours (60% of the final mark)

If you like being creative and using both artistic and graphic skills in your work. If you like exploring new
technologies and completing projects where you will use a lot of different materials the GCSE Product
Design could be the course for you.

A GCSE in Product Design can provide a pathway to careers in Architecture, Engineering, Graphic
Design, Buying, Merchandising, CAD design, Technician, Interior Design, Product Design, Surface

Pattern Design and Fabric Design.

The course is designed to enable both boys and girls, to reach high levels of success. It is an excellent
preparation for the AS/A2 course in Product Design, offered in the sixth form.
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DESIGNand TECHNOLOGY

Curriculum Leader Mr C Umpleby
Course Leader Mrs G Williams

AQA: GCSE TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY

This is a 2 year course leading to the award of a GCSE. The course fulfils the Design and Technology
National Curriculum requirements.

Subject Content

This course is aimed at developing your skills to design and make functional products which have their
material base in Textiles Technology. You will increase your awareness and knowledge of textile
manufacture, marketing, production, costing and product development. You will also explore a range of
design activities using CAD/CAM (Computer Aided Design/Computer Aided Manufacture) to generate
ideas and implement your designs. You will develop skills using CNC (Computer Numerical Control)
embroidery machines and a range of surface/pattern decoration. There will also be opportunity for you
to investigate construction and pattern making which will help you understand how to make three
dimensional textile products.

Scheme of Assessment

Examination: One written paper- 2 hours (40%) i Higher or Foundation level.

Coursework: One extended project lasting for 40 hours (60% of the final mark)

If you like being creative and experimenting with a range of decorative techniques. If you feel you would
enjoy learning how to use a sewing machine to make your own clothes or even become the next Gianni
Versace, Alexander McQueen, Georgio Armani or Vivienne Westwood then this could be the course for
you.

A GCSE in this subject can provide a pathway to careers in Fashion Design, lllustration, Pattern Cutting,
Fashion Retail, Journalism, Merchandising, Buying, Public Relations, Arts And Crafts, Creative Textiles,

Theatre and Costume Design,

The course is designed to enable both boys and girls, to reach high levels of success. It is an excellent
preparation for the AS/A2 course in Textile Technology, offered in the sixth form.
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DRAMA

Curriculum Leader Mrs S Collins

OCR: GCSE DRAMA

Subject Content

A great deal of hard work, intense concentration and thoughtful input is required from all who choose to
take this subject. As a Drama GCSE student will find that there is now far more emphasis on the written
part of the work to support your practical tasks and to demonstrate understanding of text and knowledge
of theatrical terms and conventions.

Drama continues to be regarded as an essentially practical subject and an interactive one, where an
ability to work and negotiate with others is essential. The heart of the course lies in the processes that
are gone through on the way to a solution to a given problem or task, rather than the assessment of an
end product. However, the way in which you arrive at a piece of finished drama will determine both the
guality of the drama itself and the quality of the supporting working records.

Most people are now familiar with the concept of improvisation in drama and this technique, with its

attendant requirements of adaptability, imagination and creativity, form a large part of the course.

During the course, you will be expected to explore texts by different playwrights by using language,

reasoning, drama conventions already learned, skills and experience. At GCSE | evel oO6for.
drama is presented) takes on a much greater significance and should enhance the effectiveness of the

content.

Written work is in the form of a working notebook/diary and three Working Records that support your
practical work, where you analyse the practical work that you have undertaken in lessons and describe
in detail the dramatic process you have been involved in for each of the 3 units of the examination:

Unit 1 From Page to Stage: Performance of Text and Working Record

Unit 2 Drama in the Making: Workshop presentations and Working Record

Unit 3 From Concept to Creation: Preparation and exploration; 10 hour practical
examination; performance to the examiner; individual Working Record.

Scheme of Assessment

Your progress is closely monitored throughout the course. You will undertake three units of work each
of which will require you to explore the work through four approaches: Deviser; Designer; Director;
Performer.

UNIT 1 Your knowledge, understanding and skills will be achieved through a series of workshops using
selected scripts. You will be assessed on your performance and Working Record.

UNIT 2 You will explore key aspects of the devising process and gain confidence in applying these
when working with a stimulus, issue or theme . Your working process on the stimulus should cover the
5 stages of: Preparation; Exploration; Rehearsal; Workshop Presentation; Review. You also submit a
Working Record on this Unit.

UNIT 3 The focus of this unit is to further develop your skills through a series of workshops, which
explore in detail the contexts of: DESIGNER, DEVISER, DIRECTOR and PERFORMER. At the end of
the unit, you will undertake a practical examination, comprising of a preparation/rehearsal period and a
practical outcome. You will be assessed on your performance/presentation and your Working Record.

The O.C.R. syllabus prepares you not only for the examination, but also teaches you important skills for

life beyond school. For example, how to listen, how to discuss and negotiate with others, how to present
yourself confidently, how to empathise with others.

27



3

Subject Content

GEOGRPHY

Curriculum Leader Mr P Lewis

Edexcel: GCSE GEOGRAPHY

Specification B The Evolving Planet

Geography is an important subject in the development of the skills and understanding needed to make

sense of a rapidly changing world. Thespeci f i cat i on

chosen

i s a

which looks at how the world we live in is changing and what the likely consequences of the changes
are. The course delivers all the key skills of literacy, numeracy, data handling and ICT, which are seen
as valuable both in higher education and the workplace. The course is designed to make clear linkages
between the physical world and the environments in which people live, work and spend their leisure
time. It has strong links with a range of other subject areas and can be successfully studied in almost
any combination. As well as being useful it is also fun as students who have done the course tells us.

Scheme of Assessment
The new GCSE Specification B has four units or modules which can be taken as exams in January or
June in Years 10 or 11. This flexible approach allows you to study a unit, complete the assessment and

then move onto to the next part of the course. If youwish,by using the feedback
system, you can retake the module to improve your grade.
Paper/Component | Assessment Weighting | Length of examination
Unit 1 Dynamic Written exam with 32 marks for 1 hour tiered January or
planet the compulsory Section A May/June Years 10 or 11
(dynamic planet) and 9 marks for 25%
each of Section B and Section C
optional topics
Unit 2 People and | Written exam 1lhour tiered examination
the Planet As above 25% January or May/June Year 10
or1l
Unit 3 Making Assesses your ability to A decision making exam
Geographical understand data and information End of Year 10 or of Year 11?
decisions to make decisions. The theme is (decisions about January entry
released at the start of the course 25% still on-going with the board)
and the pack of pre-released
source material is published in
January.
Unit 4 You complete a fieldwork Fieldwork report done over a
Researching investigation and report on tasks period of several lessons.
Geography provided by the board written 25%

under controlled conditions within
class

Additional Comments
As it is more interesting to study things first hand you may be required to undertake filed trips as part of
the course. You will develop independent learning strategies and become involved in working with the
range of international links that the school and department have established over time. This up to date
modular course is open to all students, whatever your ability, provided you are prepared to work hard.
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HISTORY

Curriculum Leader Mr A Milner

OCR: GCSE HISTORY

Regardless of your ability you are welcome to consider History as a GCSE choice. You will find that the
skills you have acquired whilst studying History in Key Stage 3 will help you to succeed on this popular
course. The new GCSE course which started in 2009 builds on the strengths of the old one whilst
reducing the amount of coursework that you are expected to produce. As well as being a fascinating
and worthwhile subject in its own right, a History GCSE provides a strong basis for any combination of
A-levels.

Subject content
You will follow the GCSE Schools History Project specifications. This provides you with a breadth of
interesting and worthwhile topics.

Germany 1919-1945: an in-depth study, looking mainly at the rise of Hitler and life in Nazi Germany
(examined);

Medicine through Time: an opportunity to study a theme across a long historical period (examined).
Students may have the opportunity of visiting the Thackray Medical Museum in Leeds during the course
and Fountains Abbey which will provide an opportunity to study this local historical site and how its use
has changed across time (coursework).

Scheme of Assessment
Examinations

75% of the course is examined across two papers. The first consists primarily of questions based on
dMedicine through Timeband &Germany 1919-19456 The second requires you to consider a number of
unseen sources based on a topic you have studied. You will have already been introduced to this style
of examination during Key Stage 3 and in the past have coped with the examinations superbly.

Controlled Assessment (coursework)

25% of the course is assessed in the form of one piece of coursework marked by your teachers and
moderated by the examination board. You will have the opportunity to visit Fountains Abbey as part of
that piece of coursework. This has always been a memorable day out.

Additional Comments

History has experienced a recent surge in interest, as a glance at the television listings will reveal! It has
always been a valuable subject which can support a range of careers including journalism, the media,
the Civil Service or medicine. It helps you develop your critical and analytical skills whilst at the same
time allowing you to study fascinating and relevant topics. History is of particular importance if you are
considering law as a career and is also useful for a number of other similar professions. In History you
will benefit from the broad academic training the subject provides.

Hi story has been a successful subject at HBeince
Department intends to continue with this success in the future. Hardworking students of all ability levels
have done very well indeed in terms of GCSE grades awarded, with the support of a very experienced
team including two Senior Examiners. The department has always offered you a professional and
hardworking commitment. It expects the same from you in return.
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Acting Curriculum Leader Mr B Mordue

OCR Nationals Level 2: ICT

Building on from Year 9, this is an EXCITING, PRACTICAL ICT course allowing you to achieve
additional GCSE qualifications in ICT. This course provides a challenging and refreshing approach to
ICT qualifications offered by the OCR examinations board. The qualifications are the same size and
level as GCSE grades A*-C and allows you to achieve multiple GCSEs in ICT, to add to your success in
Year 9. This is a high quality, industry relevant qualification designed to provide you with practical ICT
skills.

This course provides you with the opportunity to develop a range of skills through the exploration and
application of ICT. The course is practical and has 100% coursework with no final written examinations.
The nature of the tasks emphasises problem solving and designing, as well as actually using the
software packages.

YOU MUST HAVE ACHIEVED A MINIMUM OF A PASS ON UNIT 1 BY THE END OF YEAR 9 TO
TAKE THIS OPTION

The course builds on from work undertaken in Year 9. During KS4 students can achieve up to two
additional GCSEs in ICT through the OCR framework.

Assessment Modules

Module | Mode of Assessment

Unit 20 | Creating animation for the WWW using ICT You will create an animation that lasts
between 15 and 30 second that could be used on a website. For example, creating an
animated character or advertisement.

Unit 23 | Creating Video You will make a video of at least 45 seconds incorporating images,
animations, video and sound. Editing clips, splitting and trimming clips and adding
transitions and effects.

Unit4 | Designing and Producing Multimedia Products You will design and produce an
interactive multimedia learning resource incorporating the animations and video which you
produced in units 20 and 23.

Unit6 | Spreadsheets i Designing a spreadsheet to meet the needs of an organisation. You
will learn how to create drop down lists, use spinners and check boxes, use complex
formula, print data in a variety of ways and use spreadsheet results to answer questions.
This unit also includes mail merge letters and reports.

Unit 7 | Database 1 design and use i creating a database that could be used in a real organisation.
Designing and creating forms, queries and reports. Learn many new skills that make
database use so important to organisations.

You would be expected to achieve the following:

Year 9 You will have completed your first GCSE equivalent qualification (Unit 1 and 22)

Year 10 | You will complete your second GCSE equivalent qualification (Unit 6 and 23)

Year 11 | You will complete your third GCSE equivalent qualification (Unit 4 and unit 20)

A Distinction is equivalent to a A Merit is equivalent to a A Pass is equivalent to a
GCSE A GCSEB GCSEC
The Future

Having successfully completed the course there are a number of routes you may take including AS/A2
courses, OCR Diplomas Level 3 or a wide range of industry qualifications. This course will provide
access to a wide range of university courses and employment opportunities.
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MEDIA STUDIES

Curriculum Leader Mrs S Ellis

WJEC: GCSE MEDIA STUDIES

Subject Content

Although you have never had Media Studies lessons you already know a great deal about Media
Studies. You probably spend a significant proportion of your time consuming Media, whether it be
checking your friends out on Facebook, listening to Leona Lewis on your ipod, watching the latest
James Bond film at the cinema or watching Big Brother on TV. From Facebook to Futurama, from Ed
and Eddie to Eastenders and from The Matrix to Match of The Day, the Media plays an increasingly
important role in our lives. Therefore it is important to understand the role that the media plays in the
culture and economy of the country we live in.

During the course you will study a range of media which could include film, comics, magazines, TV,
newspapers, the music industry, and the internet. You will discover who makes the media, how media
texts are made and how those media texts influence us.

You will learn through practical activity wherever possible and you will develop skills in the use of DV
cameras and video editing software as well as learning new desk top publishing skills. The course aims
to make you into an independent learner who can analyse, evaluate, plan effectively, and problem solve.
In 2011 the examination will focus on The Music Industry

Scheme of Assessment

Coursework 50%
Examination 50%

You are assessed on 3 pieces of Coursework:

2 Textual Investigations

1 Media Production which consists of research, planning, the production itself and an evaluation of
the production.

Your coursework folder must be completed by Easter in Year 11.

You will also sit a 2 hour 15 minute examination at the end of Year 11.
This examination has two tiers:

Foundation Tier: candidates can achieve up to a C grade

Higher Tier: candidates can achieve from a D grade up to an A*grade

Decisions about your tier of entry will be based upon your performance during the course.

Additional Comments

To succeed on and enjoy this course, you must be able to combine critical skills with an imaginative and
creative approach to the work. The best Media Studies students are enthusiastic, dynamic and work
independently. You will be encouraged to pursue your own creative interests and the media cameras
and editing suite are available at lunchtimes and after school for you to make your own films and
programmes.
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btec MEDIA STUDIES

Curriculum Leader Mrs S Ellis

Edexcel BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION
Equivalent to 2 GCSEs at grades A*to C

Subject Content

The BTEC First Certificate is designed to provide a specialist work related qualification that will develop
your practical skills and provide you with an introduction to the basic skills required for employment in
the Media industry.

The course is assessed entirely on coursework. There are no exams but you have to pass all units to
gain the qualification.

Core Units : Research for Creative Media Production

Communication Techniques for Creative Media Production
Two Specialist units

Video Production

Animation Techniques

During the two year course you will learn through both classroom teaching and making your own media
texts and, if you like a practically based approach to learning, you are likely to both enjoy the work and
achieve a successful outcome. You will learn how to use DV Video Cameras and how to edit using state
of the art Apple-Mac software. You will also learn specific skills in desk-top-publishing and animation.

BTEC DIPLOMA IN CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION
Equivalent to 4 GCSEs at grades A*to C

You may complete the First Certificate during Year 10. If you do you can then go on to take the First
Diploma which consists of two further core units and 2 further specialist units. This will mean that you
gain the Diploma which is equivalent to 4 GCSEs at grades A*to C

Core Units: The Creative Media Sector
Media Audiences and Products

Specialist Units: Advertising Production
Creative Media Production Project

Assessment and Grading

All units are assessed by coursework which is marked by the subject tutors. Each unit is assessed using
the grading criteria PASS, MERIT, DISTINCTION. There is also an overall qualification grade

calculated from the individual unit grades. To achieve the BTEC Extended Certificate, all units must be
achieved at least to Pass level.

LEVEL Pass Merit Distinction | PROGRESSION
media 2GCSEsat | 2GCSEsat | 2GCSEsat | Media Industries,
BTEC Extended Certificate grade C grade B grade A¥/A | Advertising, Television,
media 4GCSEsat | 4GCSEsat | 4 GCSEs at | Newspapers, Film.
BTEC Extended Diploma grade C grade B grade A*/A
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MUSIC

Curriculum Leader Mrs L Greenwood

Edexcel: GCSE MUSIC
Subject Content
The course is highly practical in nature with a strong emphasis on performance and composition. In
Music courses in Years 7, 8 and 9 students will already have experienced many different ways of
composing music, and these will now be developed to a higher level. Compositions can cover a wide
spectrum of complexity from simple electronic keyboard pieces to larger scale instrumental or vocal
pieces. As students are expected to fulfil the performance element of the course, they must either play
an instrument already or be prepared to begin learning to play one.

The course is intended to be relevant to those who simply enjoy making music at whatever level, as well
as those who may wish to pursue Music to a higher level beyond Year 11. Students will experience
many styles of music via four areas of study:

Western Classical Music (1600-1899)
Music in the 20" Century

Popular Music in Context

World Music

Students will be expected to become familiar with Music Technology equipment as well as more
conventional methods of music making.

Scheme of Assessment
Assessment is in THREE parts:

A 1lhour 30 minutes LISTENING TEST at the end of the course, which involves answering questions on
set works pupils have been studying throughout the course (40%)

Submission at the end of the course of TWO SELECTED COMPOSITIONS or ARRANGEMENTS(30%)

TWO PERFORMANCES, for which each candidate must play or sing individually and as part of a group.
(30%)

Controlled Coursework Details

Coursework must be completed in controlled conditions by Easter in Year 11. As a department we also
require regular submissions of completed compositions every term; the performing skills of students will
also be regularly assessed by the department during the course.

In addition, GCSE Music students have available at PHGS a wide range of extra-curricular ensembles,
via which they can become better performers. It is expected that they play/sing in one ensemble. They
are also entitled to free musical instrument/vocal tuition in school.

Music is widely regarded as providing many of the skills necessary for a rounded, creative personality. A
practical course in Music develops many skills for which employers are looking, including adaptability,

physical co-ordination, confidence, co-operation, and the ability to marshal relevant information to make
decisions and the ability to be inventive. As well as these important life skills, the study of music
enhances understanding and enjoyment of music, whe
involvement.
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Is this the right subject for me?
The GCSE Physical Education course will appeal to you if you:

have a keen interest in sport and recreation and always look forward to your PE lessons

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Curriculum Leader Mrs S Grant

Edexcel: GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION

take part in sport/recreation outside of class time
want to follow a course that develops knowledge and understanding through practical

involvement

want to know more about the benefits of sport and exercise
want to study a course that is active and that you will enjoy
are considering a sports-related career or an A level/higher education course

What do | need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?
The course builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills you established in Key Stage 3 Physical

Education. It will give you exciting opportunities to be involved in a number of different physical
activities, promoting an active healthy lifestyle. You can perform in one or all of the following roles:

player/participant; leader or official. You should have an interest in PE and sport, enjoy being active and
appreciate the benefits of keeping fit and healthy.

What will | learn?
You will:
develop your knowledge and practical skills in a range of physical activities
examine the effects of exercise and how training can improve performance
find ways to improve your own performances in a variety of roles

identify ways to develop and maintain a healthy and active lifestyle through participation in
physical activity.
appreciate

How will | be assessed?
The GCSE course is assessed over two units

Unit 1 is externally assessed through a written examination paper of 1 hour 30 minutes. This will

t he

benefits of promoting 6ésport f o

contribute a maximum of 40% towards your total marks

Unit 2 is assessed in two sections:
Section 17 four practical performances in the role of either player/participant, leader or official. You can
achieve 48% of the marks from your four performances, two of which may be in the role of official or

leader.

Section 27 analysis of performance in one of the chosen activities. This will be worth 12% of the marks
and should include planning, performing and evaluating a Personal Exercise Programme. This is the
only piece of written coursework.
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Religious studies

Curriculum Leader Ms L Walsh

AQA: GCSE Religious Studies

Religious Studies is a compulsory Foundation curriculum subject throughout Primary and Secondary
education. At P r i n c gou Wilehave théapportunity to gain recognition for your study by sitting a
full GCSE qualification.

Subject content
The GCSE programme of study begins in year 9 and covers the study units:
e The Existence of God

e The Problem of Evil and Suffering
¢ Religion and Science

In year 10:
e Immortality
e Miracles

e Revelation

In year 11:
¢ Religion and Animal Rights
¢ Religion and Planet Earth
¢ Religion and Prejudice
¢ Religion and Early Life

Examination and Assessment

You will take two GCSE modules which are worth 50% of the qualification each, the first at the end of
year 10 and the second at the end of year 11. You are entered for the same paper with the opportunity
to gain grades from A* to G. There is no coursework.

Additional Comments

Religious Studies is an engaging, stimulating and intellectually demanding course. It is a well-

established academic subject, highly regarded by universities and professions such as journalism, social

care and community work, childcare and education, police work, business and law, and diplomatic work.

It allows you the opportunity to discuss, think deeply, reflect upon, assess and critically analyse different
opinions and views on peoplebs beliefs i Muedotheat mo s
interesting and contemporary content of the course, you will have a very positive attitude towards the

subject and enjoy the varied discussions and debates which are at the heart of the Religious Studies
curriculum.

Religious Studies is also a popular subject at A-Level, offering a course in Philosophy and Ethics.
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