Process (how?):

Through performing part of the song
and examining musical features closely.

Success criteria:

- A successful class performance with all taking part;

- All will understand the most important musical features;
- Some will understand all the musical features identified.




“SOMETHING’S COMING”

How Is the song structured?

Intro Bars1-3
Section A Bars 4 - 39
Section B Bars 40 - 105
Section B, shorter Bars 106 - 140
Section A, shorter Bars 141 — 157
Outro Bar 158




MUSICAL FEATURES

1. Jazzy harmony — ordinary chords have added “blue”
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MUSICAL FEATURES

2. Syncopated rhythms — “push” rhythm anticipates the
beat
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MUSICAL FEATURES

3. Tri-tone motif (three complete tones/augmented 4t)
appears
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MUSICAL FEATURES

4. Short riffs — lots of little ideas

A
]
Voice : Y 2 A -
1 S

some -thing  due_ an-y day

~ . —~
e+ y—
H R MW

9‘—2 o . o

>4 . -

Piano




MUSICAL FEATURES

5. Cross-rhythms — different sorts of rhythms working
against each other

— ——— T T
e (= o . r———
i o =
3 : 3 L g |
O wh tling dow th - -
[
Fi

T o G
v v ol

%] %] < ]
7 7 7 7
Hel ﬂu.‘gl‘ L‘J‘
1 T 77
= vt
w « [ w
7/ 7 7

N\
~
Efing
[\

'

g

8 B
i

§

F

]




MUSICAL FEATURES

6. Interesting textures — lots of different layers in the
exciting way the music has been arranged for the
Instruments!
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MUSICAL FEATURES

/. Combination of short phrases and long sustained
notes
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A BIT MORE DETAIL

Song is in D major and fast tempo
Written for “Tony’ — tenor voice (and orchestra)

Beginning riff: uses tri-tone, push rhythm, jazz harmony, three note bass
ostinato

“Could be?” use tonic and dominant notes of scale (D & A)
Intro and sung melody based on same riff
Word painting (e.g. “it may come cannon balling”)
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Accents on weak parts of beats (“sky”, “eye”)
Modulation to C major at bar 31

Um-pah on beat pattern at bar 32 now contrasts with riff
Word setting is almost entirely syllabic.

The song finishes on a C natural (not D, the tonic) — sounds
incomplete...something is coming!



QUESTIONS

What vocal range is ‘Something’s Coming’ written for?
What is a tritone?
Why did Bernstein use a tritone throughout ‘West Side Story’?

What is another name for the syncopated rhythm used throughout
this song?

What is the key of the song?
Give an example of jazz harmony found in the song.

What is the word used to describe the many repeating patterns in
this song?

Which 2 notes are used when Tony sings ‘could be’?



