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Key Stage 3 Information 
Event incorporating English and 
Maths
Purpose of the event

• To outline how Prince Henry’s will assess our 
students and support them in making excellent 
progress across subjects

• To share ideas and resources from English and 
Maths to enable parent/carers to support their 
children in these subjects

• To remind parents of the pastoral support 
available



3 Our vision for all students



Year 7 so far…

• Students have made an excellent start

• Feedback from staff has been that they are 
engaged and working very well

• Students are conducting themselves well at 
break and lunchtime too and following the 

new expectations

• 9695 positive stamps issued

• 38 stamps is the average





KS3
Curriculum

and
Assessment



Prince Henry’s KS3 Curriculum and Assessment Model

We use a model that seeks to:

• Support our wider school aims of producing well rounded, 
independent  young people with the skills to succeed. 

• Develop the key knowledge, skills and understanding required for 
success in KS4.

• Develop a growth mind-set.

• Be simple and easy for all to understand.

We want all students to feel 
that their skills and 
knowledge can be developed 
through dedication and hard 
work.

We want all 
students to 
flourish and 
achieve in all 
aspects of school 
life not just the 
academic side that 
we are focusing on 
tonight.



Assessment – ensuring student challenge…

Taking the GCSE grades 9 to 1 as the basis of our assessment system

In year 7 students will receive a MINIMUM ESTIMATED ATTAINMENT (MEA) 
grade on their second Progress Report.

This shows the MINIMUM we ESTIMATE that child to ATTAIN by the time they 
leave Prince Henry’s.

This is generated using:

KS2 SATs

KS2 & KS3 Teacher assessments

Reviewed and if necessary personalised by subject staff.



Assessment – Minimum Estimated Attainment

Key Stage 3 students MEAs will be in one of 4 groups:

Key Stage 3 - MEA 
Broad groups

8-9
6-7
4-5

1,2,3

Key Stage 4 – MEAs are 
Specific grades

9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
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Assessment – Minimum Estimated Attainment

Five year flight path.

Key Stage 3 - MEA 
(Broad groups)

8-9
6-7
4-5
1-3

Key Stage 4
 MEA

9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

Through KS3 the work students 
complete should be at a standard 
that enables them to start year 10 
‘GCSE Ready’ to achieve a 6 or a 7 
in their GCSE.
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How might this appear in lessons 
and student’s work?

The climate for learning in all classrooms will be positive

Students will receive appropriate rewards and sanctions 
at all times

Students will have a clear idea of the WHAT and WHY of 
the topics they are studying

Students will have an understanding how their lesson 
objectives link into their overall learning journey – see 
POS on SharePoint and the school’s website……



12 Accessing Programmes of Study:
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PE
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Geography
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In lessons – Common routines



17 In lessons - Feedback

• Feedback about your performance in a subject will come in a range of 
ways, examples are shown above.

• You should get at least one piece of feedback per half term which you are 
required to respond to. This will be recorded in the form of STAR:

S Strength Highlighting something that you have done well

T Target Highlighting an area for improvement for future work

A Adjustment Showing an adjustment that should be made to this 
piece of work

R Response The improvement you have made to that piece of 
work (in green pen)
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Tracking progress…

Students’ progress towards their MEA will be 
reported home 3 times per year: 

Progress 1 ATL only in Nov, 

Progress 2 in March and 

Progress 3 – a Parent Teacher evening in July.

Staff will report whether a student 
is ‘above track, on track, below track 
or substantially below track’ to achieve 
their MEA.

Feedback received and acted upon will be 
more important than specific grades.

MEA
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Minimum Estimated 
Attainment: Represents the 
minimum level that we 
would expect your child to 
reach by the end of Year 11. 

These are personalised in 
December and reviewed at 
the end of each year to 
ensure that they are realistic 
and challenging.

On Track (from March Pr2) indicates whether or not your child is on track to 
achieve their target by the end of Y11.

A = Above track, O = On track, B = Below track, S = Substantially below track

Attitude is a judgement about 
whether or not your child 
shows the right attitude to their 
learning in order to achieve 
their MEA (1-5 scale).
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Average 
ATL for a 

year 7
= 2.21
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Attitude to Learning judgement

Average 
ATL for a 

year 7
= 2.21



22 Review of progress reports – on the student’s Form One Note page



English in KS3 
at Prince 
Henry’s



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD WITH 
ENGLISH – KS3



WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SESSION?

• WHAT: To provide up to date information on curriculum 

changes and useful ideas to help you to support your child 

with English at home.

• WHY: So that school and parents can work closely 

together to develop English skills and get your feedback on 

the types of support that parents really need and want.



EVERY CHILD MATTERS
At Prince Henry’s Grammar School

English Faculty 2024-25 

Achievements Su
cc
ee
d

Contribute



UNDERSTANDING HOW YOUR CHILD IS ASSESSED

• Every student in Key Stage 3 will have a 

Student Learning and Progress Record 

sheet which will be kept in a folder in 

school.

• Every half term there will be an 

assessment window where students will 

do a reading or writing task. These will 

be alternated. 

• Feedback will include a judgement as to 

whether a student is below, on, or above 

track to achieve their MEA.

• Students will be expected to record the 

feedback they are given and reflect on 

the skills they need to be working on 

next.



ASSESSMENT CONTINUED

• English books will be 

reviewed at least once every 

half term using whole class 

feedback.

S – Strengths

T – Target

A – Adaptation

R – Response Task

• Assessment feedback 

will be given using the 

PHGS 'STAR' model.



ENGLISH AT KEY STAGE 3
• The PHGS English curriculum is broad and balanced. It explores genres of English 

Literature and use of the English language from ancient times to modern. 

• Students begin by studying Aspects of Narrative, where 

compelling Fantasy and Mystery stories are used as a basis to understand character and 

narrative theory. Every student will have their own student knowledge organiser which will 

outline their learning journey for the term and the key reading, writing and spoken language skills 

which will be covered.

• The first year of English at PHGS ends with an introduction to Shakespeare and focuses on the 

skills needed to explore a writer’s methods. These are new skills for year seven students.



ENGLISH AT KEY STAGE 3

• In the second year, students study narratives of 

Dystopia, the Gothic Genre and a 

Shakespearean Romance in detail.



ENGLISH AT KEY STAGE 3

• In the third and final year of Key Stage 3 students study 

Power and Conflict Literature, Postcolonial English 

and a Shakespearean Tragedy.



KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER AND KEYWORDS 
KS3 ENGLISH

• Every student receives a 

copy of the student 

knowledge organiser and 

keywords sheet for the 

unit that they are 

studying.

• Students should use the 

knowledge organiser and 

keywords sheet to 

support with lesson tasks, 

home learning tasks and 

the end of topic 

assessment.



BEDROCK

• Online curriculum with personalized, 

interactive lessons designed 

to improve students' literacy skills.

• Students complete a minimum of 20 

minutes of Bedrock for English 

home learning every week B.

• Students can do Bedrock during 

English reading lessons.

• Year 7 students will do Bedrock during 

Friday registration.

• English teachers track students' 

engagement with, and progress on, 

Bedrock.



GET YOUR CHILD READING!



READING LESSONS AT 
KEY STAGE 3

• Your child will have a fortnightly 

reading lesson where the first part of 

the lesson will be teacher led and 

focused on key reading skills such as: 

retrieval, inference, analysis and 

evaluation. 

• The second part of these lessons gives 

students the opportunity to develop 

their independent reading skills using a 

physical book, Bedrock or an article/e-

book on their IPad.



READING FICTION AND NON-FICTION
• Raising the profile of reading at home is a good way to 

ensure reading skills are developing in readiness for 

GCSEs. Let your offspring see you read!

• Some parents find it a huge challenge to get their child to 

read independently - especially with all the modern 

technological distractions. 

• Your child’s English teacher and the PHGS library will be 

able to provide your child with a reading list.

• As well as whole novels, reading short articles or sampling 

chapters of fiction and non-fiction texts will improve 

reading stamina and fluency. Getting them to read little and 

often will help a lot.

• Bedrock will also support your child to 

develop their reading skills.



BOOKS FOR KS3 CHILDREN AND TEENS AGED 11 -14 
–  THE SCHOOL READING LIST WEBSITE

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks3-

pupils/

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/


WRITING SKILLS AT KEY STAGE 3
• As you have heard, your child will be reading a wide range of reading material 

and forms. These will be used as a springboard to write for different purposes 

and audiences, employing forms such as letter writing, opinion articles, short 

stories, poetry and scripts.

• Explicit teaching of spelling, punctuation and grammar is embedded into all our 

schemes of work. The national curriculum for Key Stage 3 puts a lot of 

emphasis on students being able to proof-read their own work to check for 

errors.

• Reading regularly and engaging with Bedrock will support students to improve 

their spelling, punctuation and grammar skills outside of English lessons.

• We continue to encourage students to use cursive handwriting to improve 

speed, legibility and writing stamina.



If you have any further questions or would like a 

PDF copy of any of the documents I have 

mentioned, please email me (Mrs E Beaton):

bne@princehenrys.co.uk



Maths in KS3 
at Prince 
Henry’s



KS3 Maths 
Support at 
PHGS

25th September 2025



Mastery of Maths
• Fewer topics covered in more depth

• Use of manipulatives, more pictorial 
representations before going onto 
abstract applications e.g. algebra

• Deepen conceptual understanding of 
key mathematical ideas

• Greater emphasis on problem solving 
and on encouraging mathematical 
thinking



Mastery of Maths



Year 5

Year 6

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

SATS

GCSE



Setting…

•Students were initially placed into sets based on SATs 
data.

•A SPARX baseline assessment has now been given to 
students to  ensure sure that students have been placed 
correctly as we know that some students may have 
struggled in their SATS due to the ‘test’ nature of them.

•Setting is currently being reviewed following this 
assessment and will continue to be reviewed following 
each termly assessment.



Consolidate topics that were taught at KS2:

A 3 litre bucket has a leak,  It loses 330ml 
of water.  How many ml remain?

Low Stakes Quiz

A 3 litre bucket has a leak, it 
loses 3330ml of water.

How many ml remain?



Teachers are constantly checking for understanding throughout lessons.

White Boards

Low Stakes Quizzes

Questioning targeting
misconceptions

Exit Tickets

Follow-up  with individual
Adjustment or Response tasks



• Assessment – Ongoing Low Stakes Quizzing and Fluency Checks. 

• Check understanding and provide practice ‘problem solving’ and 
‘reasoning’ questions.



•Assessment – Summative Assessments (end of term tests)

• Emails sent to parents/carers in advance with revision lists



Reasoning question

Problem solving question

Skills  questions





What can you do 
at home to help 
your child make 
progress?















GCSE
PHGS

2025

National

2025

9 to 7 28% 17%

9 to 5 69% 41%

9 to 4 86% 58%

Maths Faculty 2025

GCSE Achievements



Grades
PHGS

2025

National 

2025

A*- A 70% 42%

A* - B 75% 62%

A* - C 94% 77%

Maths Faculty 2025

A Level Achievements

Maths Inspiration Show – 

every year in March we 

take 50 to 60 of our KS4 

and KS5 students to 

Leeds Playhouse to watch 

inspirational  lectures 

about how maths is used 

in the world around us.

UKMT Maths Challenges (Leeds 

University) – every year we enter 

students from year 7 to 13 in the 

respective Junior, Intermediate 

and Senior Challenges.



Home Learning – SPARX Maths

https://sparxmaths.com/impact

https://sparxmaths.com/impact




Example of good bookwork

https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/5530880/Knowledge%20Base%20-%20documents/Good%20bookwork.png


Any further questions: 

info@princehenrys.co.uk 

Mr Fishburn (Faculty Leader)

Mr Russell (Area Leader for KS3)

about:blank


Pastoral support at 
Prince Henry’s



Pastoral Organisation

• Tutor groups

• Support networks and how 
to access them

• Tutor time

• Opportunities

Director of 
Key Stage

Year 
Manager

Form Tutor
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Wider Support at Prince 
Henry’s
• Enhanced Pastoral team

• Student 1st point of contact = form tutor

• Parent/Carer 1st point of contact  = Year 
Manager

• In school support – Pastoral Support workers

• Targeted counselling services

• TAMHS

• CAMHS



Thank you for coming

Forthcoming events:
Year 7 Parent-Tutor Afternoons
X Mini-School – Weds Oct 15
Y Mini-School – Thurs Oct 16

Online booking and appointments
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