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Key Stage 3 Information 
Event incorporating English and 
Maths
Purpose of the event

• To outline how Prince Henry’s will assess our 
students and support them in making excellent 
progress across subjects

• To explain what students will learn, and what 
typical lessons look like at Prince Henry’s

• To share ideas and resources from English and 
Maths to enable parent/carers to support their 
children in these subjects

• To remind parents of the pastoral support 
available



3 Our vision for all students



Year 7 so far…

• Students have made an excellent start

• Feedback from staff has been that they are 
engaged and working very well

• Students are conducting themselves well at 
break and lunchtime too and following the 

new expectations

• 10270 positive incidents issued

• 40 stamps is the average

• Lots of Stand Out Students



KS3
Assessment

and reporting



Prince Henry’s KS3 Curriculum and Assessment Model

We use a model that seeks to:

• Support our wider school aims of producing well rounded, 
independent  young people with the skills to succeed. 

• Develop the key knowledge, skills and understanding required for 
success in KS4.

• Develop a growth mind-set.

• Be simple and easy for all to understand.

We want all students to feel 
that their skills and 
knowledge can be developed 
through dedication and hard 
work.

We want all 
students to 
flourish and 
achieve in all 
aspects of school 
life not just the 
academic side that 
we are focusing on 
tonight.



Assessment – ensuring student challenge…

Taking the GCSE grades 9 to 1 as the basis of our assessment system

In year 7 students will receive a MINIMUM ESTIMATED ATTAINMENT (MEA) 
grade on their second Progress Report.

This shows the MINIMUM we ESTIMATE that child to ATTAIN by the time they 
leave Prince Henry’s.

This is generated using:

KS2 SATs

KS2 & KS3 Teacher assessments

Reviewed and if necessary personalised by subject staff.



Assessment – Minimum Estimated Attainment

Key Stage 3 students MEAs will be in one of 4 groups:

Key Stage 3 - MEA 
Broad groups

8-9
6-7
4-5

1,2,3

Key Stage 4 – MEAs are 
Specific grades

9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
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Assessment – Minimum Estimated Attainment

Five year flight path.

Key Stage 3 - MEA 
(Broad groups)

8-9
6-7
4-5
1-3

Key Stage 4
 MEA

9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

Through KS3 the work students 
complete should be at a standard 
that enables them to start year 10 
‘GCSE Ready’ to achieve a 6 or a 7 
in their GCSE.
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Tracking progress…

Students’ progress towards their MEA will be 
reported home 3 times per year: 

Progress 1 ATL only in Nov, 

Progress 2 in March and 

Progress 3 – a Parent Teacher evening in July.

Staff will report whether a student 
is ‘above track, on track, below track 
or substantially below track’ to achieve 
their MEA.

Feedback received and acted upon will be 
more important than specific grades.

MEA
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Minimum Estimated 
Attainment: Represents the 
minimum level that we 
would expect your child to 
reach by the end of Year 11. 

These are personalised in 
December and reviewed at 
the end of each year to 
ensure that they are realistic 
and challenging.

On Track (from March Pr2) indicates whether or not your child is on track to 
achieve their target by the end of Y11.

A = Above track, O = On track, B = Below track, S = Substantially below track

Attitude is a judgement about 
whether or not your child 
shows the right attitude to their 
learning in order to achieve 
their MEA (1-5 scale).
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Attitude to Learning judgement

Average 
ATL for a 

year 7
= 2.21
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Average 
ATL for a 

year 7
= 2.21



14 Review of progress reports – on the student’s Form One Note page



Learning in the classroom at PHGS

• What students learn

• How students learn

• Learning routines

• Feedback



Learning in the classroom at PHGS

• What students learn

• How students learn

• Learning routines

• Feedback



Learning in the classroom at PHGS



18 Accessing Programmes of Study:
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Geography



Learning in the classroom at PHGS

• What students learn

• How students learn

• Learning routines

• Feedback



Learning in the classroom at PHGS

• Most lessons are one hour 
(sometimes a double)

• Taught by subject specialists

• 13 subjects in Year 7



Learning in the classroom at PHGS

Retrieval practice

Modelling new concepts

Questioning for understanding

Planning for all learners to 
succeed



Learning in the classroom at PHGS

Accessibility 
features

• iPads support learning in the 
classroom

Instant 
feedback

Internet 
and AI

Online 
platforms



Learning in the classroom at PHGS

• What students learn

• How students learn

• Learning routines

• Feedback
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In lessons – Common routines



Learning in the classroom at PHGS

• What students learn

• How students learn

• Learning routines

• Feedback



27 In lessons - Feedback

• Feedback about your performance in a subject will come in a range of 
ways, examples are shown above.

• You should get at least one piece of feedback per half term which you are 
required to respond to. This will be recorded in the form of STAR:

S Strength Highlighting something that you have done well

T Target Highlighting an area for improvement for future work

A Adjustment Showing an adjustment that should be made to this 
piece of work

R Response The improvement you have made to that piece of 
work (in green pen)



Home Learning

Term 1 (until Christmas)
English
Maths 
Science
French/Spanish

Term 2
As above, adding:
Computing
History
Geography
Music



English in KS3 
at Prince 
Henry’s



ENGLISH AT KEY STAGE 3



ENGLISH AT KEY STAGE 3





UNDERSTANDING HOW YOUR CHILD IS ASSESSED

• Every half term there will be an assessment window where students will 

do a reading or writing task. These will be alternated. 

• Feedback will include a judgement as to whether a student is below, on, 

or above track to achieve their MEA.

• Students will be expected to record the feedback they are given and 

reflect on the skills they need to be working on next.

S – Strength

T – Target

A – Adjustment

R – Response Task



KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER AND KEYWORDS 
KS3 ENGLISH

• Every student receives a copy 

of the student knowledge 

organiser and keywords sheet 

for the unit that they are 

studying.

• Students should use the 

knowledge organiser and 

keywords sheet to support 

with lesson tasks, home 

learning tasks and the end of 

topic assessment.



BEDROCK
• Online curriculum with personalized, 

interactive lessons designed 

to improve students' literacy skills.

• For English home learning, 

students must complete and pass a 

minimum of one Bedrock lesson on 

either vocabulary (Week A) or 

grammar (Week B) each week.

• Each passed and completed lesson is 

worth 10 points and should take approx. 

20mins. English teachers will check that 

students have achieved 10 or more 

points on Bedrock each week.



READING LESSONS AT 
KEY STAGE 3

• Your child will have a fortnightly 

reading lesson where the first part 

of the lesson will be teacher led and 

focused on key reading skills such as: 

retrieval, inference, analysis and 

evaluation. 

• The second part of these lessons 

gives students the opportunity to 

develop their independent 

reading skills using a physical book, 

Bedrock or an article/e-book on 

their IPad.



GET YOUR CHILD READING!



READING FICTION AND NON-FICTION

• Raising the profile of reading at home is a good way to ensure 

reading skills are developing in readiness for GCSEs. Your 

child’s English teacher and the PHGS library will be able to 

provide your child with a reading list.

• As well as whole novels, reading short articles or sampling 

chapters of fiction and non-fiction texts will improve reading 

stamina and fluency. Getting them to read little and often will 

help a lot.

• Bedrock will also support your child to develop their reading 

skills.



WRITING SKILLS AT KEY STAGE 3
• Your child will write for different purposes and audiences, employing 

forms such as letter writing, opinion articles, short stories, poetry and 

scripts.

• Explicit teaching of spelling, punctuation and grammar is embedded 

into all of our schemes of work. 

• Reading regularly and engaging with Bedrock will support students to 

improve their spelling, punctuation and grammar skills outside 

of English lessons.

• We continue to encourage students to use cursive handwriting to 

improve speed, legibility and writing stamina.



If you have any further questions, please see me 

at the end or email me (Mrs E Beaton) on:

bne@princehenrys.co.uk



KS3 Maths 
Support at 
PHGS

24th September 2026



Mastery of Maths

• Fewer topics covered in more depth

• Use of manipulatives, more pictorial 
representations before going onto 
abstract applications e.g. algebra

• Deepen conceptual understanding of 
key mathematical ideas

• Greater emphasis on problem solving 
and on encouraging mathematical 
thinking



Mastery of Maths



Year 5

Year 6

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

SATS

GCSE



Transition day
The Four

Operations

Angles and 
2D Shapes

Place Value

Perimeter, 
Area and Units

Fractions

Working
with Data

End of year exams 

Y6 T 1 2 3 4
6

12

Y8
Ratio

Y7

∑

:

5 E

Fractions, Decimals
and Percentages

  .  %

Coordinates 
and GraphsEnd of term exam

End of term exam

Solving 
Equations

Algebraic
Manipulation 𝑥

Indices, Multiples, 
Factors and Primes

3

Learning Journey – Year 7 9PHGS Maths - Learning Journey – Year 7

Autumn Term

Objectives

Spring Term Summer Term







Year 7 setting…

•Students were initially placed into sets based on SATs 
data.

•A SPARX baseline assessment has now been given to 
students to  ensure sure that students have been placed 
correctly as we know that some students may have 
struggled in their SATS due to the ‘test’ nature of them.

•Setting is currently being reviewed following this 
assessment and will continue to be reviewed following 
each termly assessment.



Personalised Feedback in Maths

• Verbal during the lesson

• Feedback Tasks and follow-ups
• Strength →→  Response Task
• Target   →→ Adjustment Task

• Assessment RAG sheets

• Adjustment and Response Tasks

• Sparx Home Learning



Feedback 
Tasks



•Assessment – Fluency Checks (end of each first half term)



•Assessment – Summative Assessments (end of term tests)

• Emails sent to parents/carers in advance with revision lists



Reasoning question

Problem solving question

Skills  questions

•Future Assessments – Preparing for GCSE



Assessment RAG sheets





Home Learning



Example of good bookwork

https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/5530880/Knowledge%20Base%20-%20documents/Good%20bookwork.png


Any further questions: 

info@princehenrys.co.uk 

Mr Fishburn (Faculty Leader)

Mr Russell (Area Leader for KS3)

about:blank


Pastoral support at 
Prince Henry’s



Pastoral Organisation

• Tutor groups

• Support networks and how 
to access them

• Tutor time

• Opportunities

Director of 
Key Stage

Year 
Manager

Form Tutor
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Wider Support at Prince 
Henry’s

• Enhanced Pastoral team

• Student 1st point of contact = form tutor

• Parent/Carer 1st point of contact  = Year 
Manager

• In school support – Pastoral Support workers

• Mentoring services – senior students and 
external groups

• Targeted counselling services

• Parent Support Workers



Thank you for coming

Forthcoming events:
Year 7 Parent-Tutor Afternoons
X Mini-School – Weds Oct 14
Y Mini-School – Thurs Oct 15

Online booking and appointments
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