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Knowledge Organiser: Is all life valuable?

Situation Ethics =
A Christian Theory

Joseph Fletcher: 
Christians should base 
decisions on doing the 

most loving thing
in that situation.

Sanctity of Life – Christian 

belief that all life is sacred and 
belongs to God. God made 

humans “in the image of God”
meaning humans are 

intrinsically valuable.

Abortion is a controversial issue because it is based on our 

subjective understanding of when life begins: at the moment of 

conception or later on? Abortion is legal in the UK up to 24 weeks.

Pro Life Pro Choice

• Life begins at conception
• Would thus be classed as 

murder
• Goes against the sanctity 

of life
• Ten Commandments say 

'Do Not Kill'.

• A woman’s right to 
decide on her body

• Cases of potential harm 
to mother/baby

• Jesus taught to 'Love thy 
Neighbour'

• Jesus taught love, 
compassion and 
forgiveness.

Organ donation is legal in the UK and now 

individuals have to opt-out of the organ donation 
scheme. It is potentially controversial because it can 
be seen as physically interfering with human life and 

can be seen to be ‘playing God’.

Genetic engineering focuses on altering the DNA of 

living things, in order to develop and better the species. This 
may be crops or produce, sometimes animals and even 
humans. In humans, is it mostly used to eliminate diseases 
or conditions, but has the potential to change of human 
physicality, eg. Sporting and designer babies.

Many Christians disagree with genetic engineering based 

on the belief in the sanctity of life. It can be seen as playing God 

and interfering with his creation. Some Christians 
see the benefits of it, in cases of pandemic diseases it can be seen 
as the most loving thing to prevent these in the first place – based 

on situation ethics.

Voluntary euthanasia refers to when a terminally ill person asks 

for help to end their life through peaceful medical means. It is currently 
illegal in the UK but legal in some countries such as Switzerland and the 
Netherlands.

For Against

• Dying with dignity
• No quality of life
• 'My body, my choice’
• Jesus taught love thy 

neighbour
• Jesus taught 

love, compassion and 
forgiveness.

• Against the sanctity of 
life

• Only God can take life
• Hospices are an 

alternative
• Ten Commandments 

say 'Do not kill'

“Then God created man, in the 
image of God he created them, 
man and woman.”

“Thou shalt not kill.”

“Rule over all living things.”

Animal testing is widely used in the UK 
for medical research, but it is illegal to 
test cosmetics or their ingredients on 
animals.
Within medical laboratories, there are 
tight laws which set out what can and 
cannot be done to animals during 
research.
It is a controversial issue because it 
concerns our understanding of the value of 
animal life and how/if it is different to 
human life. The big question is can animals 
suffer? For Christians it raises further 
problems: did God give us stewardship or 
dominion? Are animals a commodity?

Key Reminder:

All of these topics are controversial; there is no right or 

wrong answer; it is all based on our understanding 
of life and how it is to be valued.

“I knew you before I 
formed you in your 
mother's womb.”
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