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What is a covenant?

A covenant is an important promise between
God and humanity. These have been made
several times in the Torah, the holy book of the
Jews, and have led to important things

happening.
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What was the covenant with Noah?

God sent the flood to punish humanity for not
following God’s rules. Noah kept to the rules and
was a good man, so he and his family were allowed
to live. God made a covenant with Noah after the
flood; He promised to never punish the world and
humanity in this way again. God sent the rainbow
as a symbol of this promise.

Knowledge Organiser: Why are promises important?

What was the Exodus?

At some point in the history of the Jews, they were taken as slaves by the Egyptians, and
forced to work to make the lives of Egyptians better. The Jews cried out to God to help them.
God sent Moses to free the Jews; he was a Jew raised in the pharaoh’s family so commanded
| a certain authority and respect. However, the pharaoh refused — God sent the 10 plagues,

|| which eventually persuaded the pharaoh to free the Jews. When God helped the Jews in this
~_| manner during their enslavement, people suggest it is proof of the Abrahamic covenant,

| because God promised to look after Abraham’s descendants.

Why do Jews celebrate Passover? (Remembering Promises)

Passover is known as ‘the holiday of freedom’ and celebrates the Jews’
escape from 210 years of slavery in Egypt. Passover is seen as the birth of
A the Jewish nations across the world and is still celebrated as one of the

> most important festival for Jews even 3,300 years after it happened. The
| name Passover comes from the Tenth plague of Egypt when death
‘passed over’ the doors of Jewish families.

What was the covenant with Abraham?

Abraham and his wife, Sarah, had been married for many years without having any children.
When Sarah was 99 years old, God spoke to Abraham and made him a promise. He
promised that Abraham’s descendants would be as many as there are stars in the sky, or
grains of sand. God also promised that He would care for the descendants of Abraham, and
that they would be given land of their own. In return, God asked that Abraham and his
descendants follow his laws, and that they circumcise all male children to keep the

covenant with God.

This covenant is the most important part of Judaism, and can also be called the beginning of
Christianity and Islam, all of whom claim to be the descendants of Abraham.

What happens when a
Jew breaks a promise?
During Yom Kippur, Jews
pray to God asking that he
forgive them for things
they have done wrong. As
well as praying for
forgiveness it is a time to
remember how good God
is to them and how he
loves them.

Don’t forget!

Covenant — a promise or contract
between God and humanity.
Abraham - ‘Father’ of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam.

Exodus — Jews leaving slavery in Egypt.
Pesach/Passover — The festival that
remembers the Exodus.

Torah — Jewish holy text.

Yom Kippur- Festival focused on
repentance and forgiveness.
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