Prince Henry’s Proposed Astro Turf Pitch Frequently Asked Questions – updated December 2018
Please note, if we get planning permission and achieve our fundraising targets, the earliest that the pitch could be
built is for use in September 2019.
Where will the pitch be located?
We are seeking planning permission for the site at the front of school, on the frequently flooded rugby pitch. There
are several reason for this, detailed below.
This enables us to move the pitch further away from surrounding properties than the alternative site. The alternative
site would also reduce the overall number of pitches available, as it would occupy two grass pitches, which is not
allowed under Sport England regulations. We do not have any land (including at Wharfemeadows, which has 6
regulated pitches with no room for a seventh) to replace the extra pitch which would be lost.
Disabled access to the changing rooms and toilets is much more difficult, due to the steep bank at the back of the
Sports Hall. If the pitch is placed at the rear of school, the costs of the project would be greatly increased by creating
vehicular access for the build and then pitch, groundworks and the practicalities of creating suitable disabled access
from the pitch to the changing rooms.
The bats roost on the North side of the Sports Hall, so the ecological survey showed that it would be preferable to
build the pitch at the front of school.
Why can’t you build it at Wharfemeadows?
The access to Wharfemeadows is difficult, with very limited parking. The access roads, including the initial turn off
Farnley Lane, have multiple ownership (they are not included in our tenancy of the land at Wharfemeadows) and, as
a result, can be poorly maintained. It would be very difficult to maintain the security of the pitch at
Wharfemeadows. The main school site is staffed and the access is much better.
Otley is a rugby town, why isn’t it going to be a rugby pitch?
We are very proud of our rugby heritage, and the building of the new pitch will in no way reduce the amount of
rugby played at Prince Henry’s – in fact, it will increase it. The current front pitch is regularly waterlogged, so very
few matches can be played on it. The new pitch will be a dual-use rugby and football pitch, complete with markings
and posts for both sports.
The only available funding for a 3G pitch is from the Football Foundation and they are happy that we will be adding a
shock pad layer, thus making the pitch suitable for full contact rugby and rugby training for all ages. We have
approached the Rugby Football Union and they have no money available to fund a pitch. Both Otley Rugby Club and
Old Otliensians are members of the Sports Chevin Group and have been vocal in their support of the project.
How is the pitch going to be funded?
We have the support of the Football Foundation and will be applying to Sport England and the Otley Town Council
Investing in Otley Fund. The Football Foundation have identified Otley as an area in desperate need for such a facility
and they are more than happy for the proposed football astro turf to be laid with a rugby shock pad underneath,
thus allowing both sports to be played on the pitch.
In addition to the Football Foundation grant application (which makes up the bulk of the project) we are applying to
Otley Town Council and Sport England for further support and will also be fundraising in school and through local
clubs to reach the total estimated cost of £705,000 required to build the pitch. Although this funding will be paid to
Prince Henry’s, the grants are available as a joint school/community use of the pitch and the identified need for a
facility of this kind in our area.
The FA have identified over 60 teams in the local area that require such a facility including many junior teams. There
have already been countless football fixtures (and training sessions) cancelled throughout this season due to
waterlogged pitches across the area. This is an ongoing problem. The RFU have also identified a number of teams in

the local area that would benefit from such a surface. This is due to the large number of games and training sessions
cancelled each season.
Who will use the pitch?
During the daytime, the pitch will be used for school PE, much enhancing the facilities for the students and allowing
much better curriculum teaching in wet weather. After school hours, the pitch will be for the use of the local
community as well, through lettings.
As part of our initial planning, we have secured the support of many local clubs who are keen to use the facilities for
training and matches. These include Otley Town Football Club, Otley Zebras Rugby, Rugby League, Pool AFC,
Menston Junior Football Club, Guiseley Football Club, Otley Athletics Club and more. We are also part of the Sports
Chevin Group, who are working to improve sports facilities across the town.
Not only would this surface enable many of the local football and rugby teams to train and play all year round, but
part of the project plan would be to increase access for under-represented groups in Sport such as girls, older
residents and those with disability. This would be achieved through offering female only booking slots and activities
such as walking football. The facility will also encourage sessions for under-represented groups, such as girls’ football
and rugby, walking football for seniors and sessions for people with disabilities. This will allow the local football and
rugby clubs to introduce girls’ teams to the area.
The pitch would also increase the activities which holiday clubs are able to provide for our partner Cluster schools
and their pupils, increasing the offer to more young people.
Who will own and run the pitch?
The pitch will be owned and run by Prince Henry’s Grammar School, but in partnership with the local councils, clubs
and organisations who have helped us to make the project a reality. The Steering Group, made up of all these
organisations, will make the key decisions around the project.
Since it costs so much to build, won’t it cost a lot for local clubs to rent?
No – most of the funding will come from grants to enhance the sporting provision in the area. Our lettings fees for
local clubs who have volunteer coaches are always kept as low as we can, without costing the school money for
repairs and overheads. Prices will be set at an affordable rate, to include such costs as Site Staff Cover, ongoing
maintenance of the pitch and surroundings and to allow for replacement of the 3G surface in due course, for
example. We will be working with the Football Foundation, as the major funder, to set appropriate prices, similar to
those in other facilities in the area.
Won’t Prince Henry’s make a profit from the pitch?
No. The fees for letting the pitch will go back into the maintenance of the pitch and wear and tear on surrounding
areas (for example, the changing rooms, toilets, car parking etc). Local clubs will also be able to use the pitch for
fundraising activities.
If it’s a football pitch, does that mean Prince Henry’s will no longer be a rugby school?
No. We are very proud of our heritage, reputation and history in the town (and the country!) in rugby. The current
pitch at the front of school floods badly and is only usable for a few matches each year. Our plan is to make
Wharfemeadows the main hub for rugby at the school and we will also continue to use the other school rugby pitch
at Prince Henry’s. As you may be aware, we have recently improved the changing rooms and pavilion at
Wharfemeadows, thanks to grants from Otley Town Council and the National Lottery Awards for All Fund.
The pitch will also allow us to play more football, as our grass pitches are not in a good condition. The astro turf pitch
would also allow us to further develop other sports in PE lessons, such as athletics and hockey, as it will be usable in
wet weather. Local football clubs are also supportive of the pitch, as it will improve facilities in Otley for these clubs.
The surface is not suitable for hockey matches, as the requirements for a hockey pitch are very difference to those
for football and rugby.

What will the opening hours be?
We are still in the process of planning this. We would expect to keep standard opening hours for an astro turf, in line
with our current lettings, starting from 9am. As part of the conditions of the funding from the Football Foundation,
our planning application has to ask for opening hours up until 10pm, but we have not yet finalised the actual
opening hours for the pitch.
How high is the fence? Will the ball be in my back garden every 5 minutes?
The fence has two sections – a lower section of chain link green fence (about 6ft tall) and then a higher section of
see-though ‘fisherman’s net’ fencing, which takes the fence up to roughly 15 feet tall in total. The ball should stay
inside the pitch. During the pre-planning process, the pitch has reduced in size and moved further away from
residents’ houses and an acoustic fence has also been added.
But don’t these pitches have very bright lights at night?
The pitch will be floodlit by specially designed floodlights, at a height recommended to minimise horizontal light
spillage outside the pitch. The floodlights can also be adjusted, to ensure that obtrusive light is minimised and they
only operate when needed. There are also mature trees along the boundary of the school which will screen the
pitch.
The proposed floodlights have been upgraded from the original plan in order to reduce the already low light bleed.
These modern floodlights for 3G pitches are specifically designed to point inwards, with very little bleed. As part of
the planning process, drawings are made of where the light may fall. These drawings clearly show that the light will
fall on the Prince Henry’s side of the tree line. The light will be much less intrusive than a streetlight, as is confirmed
by the light survey, which will be part of the planning application.
What about noise?
We will work with the users of the pitch to minimise disruption from noise. While there will be a degree of noise
from playing, we will work with them to minimise anti-social levels of noise. We will embed conditions about noise in
the terms and conditions of rental and residents will have a named person to contact if they have any concerns.
Failure to comply with the terms of lettings may lead to the cancellation of individual lettings.
During the building of the pitch, a mound of earth that is roughly 4 feet tall will be created by the process, which will
also act as a barrier to sound along the length of the pitch. Following the ecological survey, this bund will not be
continuous, in order to protect the trees. Although it is not a condition of the planning, we have included an
additional acoustic barrier fence which will further reduce noise for our neighbours.
The acoustic barrier is specifically designed to reduce noise from the pitch and designed in conjunction with a noise
survey. It should be noted that there are likely to be very few spectators in the small spectating area. The main use
of the pitch will be for training purposes and it will be predominantly used for junior football matches. The majority
of matches likely to be played are likely to have an audience of fewer than 30 people. Spectators have to be quietly
respectful under RFU and FA guidelines and this is enforced by the referee.
Noise is assessed as part of the planning process and more mitigating measures can be put in place, if the Planning
Department request it.
What about parking?
Again, we will embed conditions in the terms and conditions for rental about parking. We are aware that residents of
Prince Henry’s Court, for example, may be concerned about parents dropping off and picking up at
evening/weekends. Unlike the normal school drop off and pick up times, when the school car parks are closed to
parents, due to the volume of school buses and taxis, the car parks at both the Farnley Lane and Newall Carr Road
entrances will be open to users at evenings and weekends. This should mean that parents of younger club members
will be able to park on site to pick up and drop off and not use Prince Henry’s Court. We will work with the users and
local residents to make sure that this is the case.

You said the current flat pitch floods – will the work just send the water in to my garden?
The water problems will be alleviated by the work and drainage has been considered as part of the process, right
from stage one. The pitch will not worsen the drainage in neighbouring gardens.
How can the protected line of trees near the development site avoid being damaged with the work due to take
place so close?
The pitch has reduced in size and moved further away from the trees, towards the school buildings. The trees will
not be affected by the work or the final pitch. This has been confirmed by the ecological survey.
How can the pitch be cleaned effectively without chemical run-off causing environmental damage/pollution?
The pitch is not cleaned in the traditional sense. The fibres are ‘ruffled’ by a tractor to make sure that they remain
playable and are not flattened. People playing on the pitch will be using clean boots to FA specifications. No
chemicals are applied to the pitch and there is no jet washing or other application of water, only rainwater. The
rubber crumb is highly regulated and is recycled when replenished.
The Football Foundation states: "We have monitored numerous independent scientific studies on this issue, which
have reported a very low/negligible level of concern for human health as a result of 3G pitches and rubber
crumb. Indeed, the European Chemicals Agency has recently published its own findings, following an extensive EUwide study, and has found no reason to advise people against playing sport on 3G pitches with rubber crumb.”
We will ensure that our suppliers are compliant with current legislation.
What about litter?
Again, we will embed conditions in the terms and conditions for rental about litter. We will also provide lots of bins
for litter and the school site will be staffed whenever the pitch is open.
Why does the pitch have to be here, in a residential area?
As part of the feasibility studies, Leeds City Council, the Football Foundation and Prince Henry’s have considered
many other sites in Otley – this is why the Football Foundation approached PHGS originally. Both Leeds City Council
and the Football Foundation are keen that the facility is used during the day, which reduces the options for locations.
The issues of security, access and maintenance access have also been considered. There are many pitches of this
kind in schools with similar locations, such as at Sherburn High School, Horsforth School and Bradford Academy.
We have tried to mitigate the effect of the pitch on our neighbours – our current alterations have added significant
costs to the project. The school has been in this location for 100 years, during which time many improvements have
led to additional building work, to cope with the demands of a growing school.
Why can’t the pitch be built on Pool Road as part of the rugby club’s relocation proposal / the East of Otley
scheme?
There are many issues with the use of land as a part of the East of Otley scheme.
Both Leeds City Council and the Football Foundation (the majority funders) are keen that the facility is used during
the day. If the pitch was to be built in the East of Otley scheme, it would not be practical to use it during the day. The
site at Prince Henry’s leads to far more access for young people and it is closer to the disadvantaged areas of Otley.
Prince Henry’s has no ownership or lease on any land in the East of Otley development.
The plans for the development of the East of Otley scheme, including potential plans from Otley Rugby Club, Old
Otliensians and Otley Town FC use every piece of land in that area, including some which have yet to be acquired.
There is no suitable land available in the area of the development.

Why has the school not communicated with the local residents?
The school has been in regular communication with local residents since May 2018. There is no obligation to talk to
residents until planning permission has been applied for, but we understood that the pitch would affect our
neighbours and so informed them of our plans in advance.
4 May 2018



Letter hand delivered to all houses which border the PHGS main fields.
Page created on PHGS website, updated as necessary, including FAQs.

16 May 2018



Drop in information meeting.
Email addresses gathered for future updates, both from those attending and those who contacted PHGS to
say they couldn’t attend but wanted to know more.

May/June 2018


Letters/emails from several local residents received and responded to.

18 July 2018


Update sent to email list, Sports Chevin Group, Councillors and MP, stating that next update would be
second half of Autumn Term.

13 November 2018






Update sent to Wharfedale Observer
Survey launched.
Letters hand delivered to all properties bordering on PHGS, containing drawing of proposed pitch.
Letter circulated by email to local LCC and Bradford Councillors, local MPs, via EO of Otley Town Council to
Otley Town Councillors and to email update list.
Page on website updated.

November/December 2018


Following letter, phone calls and emails received and responded to.

Why was the online survey worded vaguely?
The online survey clearly stated that it was seeking opinions on a 3G pitch located at PHGS. Some of the survey
questions were more general, as the survey was also used to gather feedback on Otley facilities in general, as this is
a community project. All the communications regarding the survey, which were also hand delivered to all properties
which border on the PHGS site, showed a clear drawing of the proposed pitch location. The information sent to local
clubs, parents and carers and the local newspaper also contained this drawing.
Why isn’t it a 4G Pitch?
3G pitches are the most up to date pitch in terms of quality performances indicators. 4G pitches are not recognised
by any National Sporting Governing Bodies, so the pitch would be unusable.

