Year 12 Philosophy, Ethics and Religion Bridging Work

Buddhism
Most people are new to the study of Buddhism, so don’t worry if you don’t know or can’t remember much about it.  One of the most helpful things you can do in preparation is to become familiar with the key terms.  Students who spend a bit of time doing this over the summer find it much easier to learn the Buddhism content in September because the new knowledge ‘sticks’ to the words they already know.  
Use this Quizlet to learn as many key terms as you can before the start of the course.  Little and often is the key.  https://quizlet.com/_2th882?x=1jqt&i=pn71k

Philosophy
This is an opportunity to remind yourself of some of the arguments you looked at in Year 9.  Watch these brief animations to look at some of the arguments we will study in philosophy and think about whether you find any of them convincing. 
William Paley's Watchmaker analogy
Aquinas' Unmoved Mover argument

Ethics
Ethics is about how we make good decisions.  You may have a basic view of some ethical theories from RS or PREP lessons – for example, Situation Ethics, Utilitarianism or Natural Law.  In Year 12 we will consider what is the best way to make an ethical decision.  In order to do this, watch this animation introducing a classical ethical dilemma – the Trolley Problem – and think about your own reaction to this issue.  What is the right thing to do?  Why is it hard to decide?  
The Trolley Problem

To go a little further
Choose two or three of the Philosophy, Religion and Ethics resources from the 6th Form resources section of the school website to explore some of the issues in Buddhism, Philosophy or Ethics.  You could listen to a podcast, watch a video or read an article to develop your knowledge in an area that sounds interesting to you.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additional resources
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